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The current U.S. immigration crisis is complex. Conflicts at the Texas border pose especially tricky 
research challenges given the need to study especially vulnerable populations. Such research is 
needed to guide informed and humane policies; but we lack coherent data collection strategies or 
policies to shape that research. This presentation will address concerns of immigrants and of law 
enforcement officers, and examine other ethical issues related to immigration, migration and the 
rights of vulnerable populations.     
  
Rabbi Claudio J. Kogan is an ordained rabbi and a medical doctor. He is Director of the Institute of Bioethics and 
Social Justice at The University of Texas Rio Grande Valley School of Medicine and Vice-Chair for the institution’s 
IRB. Previously, he served as rabbi for Temple Emanuel in McAllen, TX, and as a member of  the Yale School of 
Medicine Human Investigation Committee. Rabbi Kogan is a chaplain for various law enforcement agencies and 
hospital systems. He previously served as a rabbi in synagogues in New Jersey, Connecticut, Texas and Latin America. 
 

Dialogues in Research Ethics is a series of monthly seminars. For more information, 
phone UM Ethics Programs at 305-243-5723 or E-mail ethics@miami.edu. 
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