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Although patients often want to know if their risk for specific conditions is above or below
average, some experts have argued against giving such information because it might be biasing or
misleading. This presentation examines the ethical reasoning behind this claim and considers
responses and relevant empirical research.

Dr. Schwartz is a faculty investigator and the interim director of the Indiana University Center for
Bioethics and an Associate Professor of Medicine at IU School of Medicine. He is also Director of the
Bioethics and Subject Advocacy Program of the Indiana Clinical and Translational Sciences Institute
(CTSI) and practices adult outpatient medicine in the Eskenazi Health System. His research focuses on
patient understanding and decision making in clinical care and research.

Dialogues in Research Ethics is a series of monthly conferences. For more information,
phone UM Ethics Programs at 305-243-5723 or E-mail ethics@miami.edu.
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