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The moral status of the human embryo is central to past and contemporary debate on the ethics of 
cloning, embryo research, stem cell research, genetic engineering and other leading research and 
therapy issues. A basic problem in the debate on the moral status of the embryo is that it lacks a 
coherent translation to the law. This presentation will illustrate a European approach to this challenge 
by comparing the moral status of human embryos with the currently changing attitude towards the 
moral status of certain animal embryos and its implications. 
 
Mr. Faltus is project coordinator and research associate at the research project “GenomELECTION” 
(Genome Editing – Ethical, Legal and Communication Aspects in Molecular Medicine and Crop Plant 
Engineering) at Martin Luther University Halle-Wittenberg in Halle, Germany, and funded by the German 
Federal Ministry for Education and Research. He also specializes in legal issues related to embryo and stem 
cell research, and has advised the European Medicines Agency.  
 
Dialogues in Research Ethics is a series of monthly conferences. For more information, contact the UM 
Miller School of Medicine Institute for Bioethics and Health Policy at 305-243-5723 or ethics@miami.edu. 
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