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A long and useful tradition of human subjects protection, forged in the crucibles of Nuremburg and 
Tuskegee, is no longer adequate to the challenges of 21st-century bioscience: Risks and benefits are different, 
consent has evolved and privacy is no longer about protecting patient information in paper binders. A 
nimbler and more nuanced IRB will help protect civil and human rights, better capture the values of 
ordinary people and ensure the shared benefits of translational science. 
 
Dr. Goodman, a former member of the University of Miami IRB, directs UM’s Bioethics Program. He is Professor 
of Medicine and jointly of Philosophy and other departments. 
 

Dialogues in Research Ethics is a series of monthly conferences. For more information, 
phone UM Ethics Programs at 305-243-5723 or E-mail ethics@miami.edu. 
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