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The Genetic Information Nondiscrimination Act (GINA) was signed into law by President Bush in 
May 2008.  GINA was drafted to prevent discrimination in health insurance obtained privately or via 
employment.  One of the commonly sited reasons for drafting and passing GINA was the desire to end 
fear of discrimination based on the results of genetic testing.  Many felt that one of the limitations of 
subject enrollment in genetic studies was this fear of discrimination.  This presentation will include a 
basic introduction to GINA and a discussion about the practical application of GINA for the genetic 
research community.   
 
Dr. Feinberg received her law degree and a Masters in Bioethics at the University of Pennsylvania, and a 
Masters of Biotechnology from Johns Hopkins University.  She has performed public health research at the 
African Centre for Technology Studies in Kenya, worked for the U.S. Army’s Judge Advocate General’s 
Corps in Zama, Japan, and served as a Senior Ethics and Health Law Fellow at the World Health 
Organization Headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland.  A certified paramedic, she has worked for the Antarctic 
Fire Department, serving two tours in McMurdo Station. 
 

Dialogues in Research Ethics is a series of monthly conferences. For more information,  
phone UM Ethics Programs at 305-243-5723 or send E-mail to ethics@miami.edu. 

 
Co-sponsors:  
      Vice Provost for Research      Research Service of the Miami VA Healthcare System 
      Jackson Health System/Public Health Trust      Mailman Center for Child Development 
      Office of Graduate Studies     UM/Sylvester Comprehensive Cancer Center  
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