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This Dialogue will examine key gaps in what patients and families are told about cancer 
clinical trials. These gaps may be linked to clinician assumptions about patient 
ethnicity, cultural background and information preferences. The goal is to invite 
reflection and dialogue on the need for cultural competence and equity in current 
informed consent practices. 
 
Dr. Simon is Assistant Professor of Bioethics and Oncology at Case Western Reserve University. His 
doctoral training is in medical anthropology, and he does research on the ethics of cancer research, 
especially regarding the consent process. He holds appointments in the Case Comprehensive Cancer Center 
and the Anthropology Department of Case Western Reserve University. He is the recipient of a career 
development award in applied bioethics from the National Cancer Institute. 
 

Dialogues in Research Ethics is a series of monthly conferences. For more information,  
phone UM Ethics Programs at 305-243-5723 or send E-mail to ethics@miami.edu. 

 
Co-sponsors:  
      Vice Provost for Research      Research Service of the Miami VA Healthcare System 
      Jackson Health System/Public Health Trust      Department of Molecular and Cellular Pharmacology 
      Office of Graduate Studies      Mailman Center for Child Development 
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