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Never has there been more scrutiny of the gift-giving relationship between industry and physicians, both 
clinicians and investigators.  While such scrutiny is both overdue and well-deserved, greater attention needs be 
paid to extensive social science research explaining how conflicts of interest affect human behavior, and how 
they do not. That is, there are strong reasons to believe both that the influence a conflict has on human behavior 
is only weakly correlated with the size of the gift, and that managing conflicts after they have arisen is a poor 
remedy because at that point the influence has already affected the behavior. What is needed is a more complex 
and more accurate picture of the ways that conflicts of interest affect behavior.  
 
Daniel S. Goldberg, J.D., is an Intercultural Cancer Council Fellow at the Chronic Disease Prevention & Control 
Research Center at Baylor College of Medicine in Houston, Texas.  He is also writing a Ph.D. dissertation on pain and 
pain management for the program in ethics and medical humanities at the University of Texas Medical Branch.  His 
professional work involves health policy and research ethics, particularly regarding disparities in clinical trials.  His 
other interests include neuroethics, disability studies and the history of medicine and public health. 
 

Dialogues in Research Ethics is a series of monthly conferences. For more information,  
phone UM Ethics Programs at 305-243-5723 or send E-mail to ethics@miami.edu. 

 
Co-sponsors:  
      Vice Provost for Research      Research Service of the Miami VA Healthcare System 
      Jackson Health System/Public Health Trust      Department of Molecular and Cellular Pharmacology 
      Office of Graduate Studies     Mailman Center for Child Development 
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