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What are some of the key value-based assumptions and preferences underlying the 
statistical analysis of medical data?  This Dialogue will identify several of these 
assumptions, which often go unexamined, and how they relate to issues of distributive 
justice, risk preferences, assessments of benefit and harm, and the authority of 
knowledge. The goal is to invite reflection and dialogue regarding how these preferences 
are inextricably incorporated into statistical analysis, and how to manage these 
preferences in a transparent manner. 
 
Dr. Feudtner is Director of Research and Attending Physician for the Pediatric Advanced Care Team, which 
provides palliative care services at The Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia, and Assistant Professor of 
Pediatrics at The University of Pennsylvania.  He is Senior Fellow of the Center of Bioethics, of the Center 
of Clinical Epidemiology and Biostatistics, and the Leonard Davis Institute of Health Economics. 
 

Dialogues in Research Ethics is a series of monthly conferences. For more information,  
phone UM Ethics Programs at 305-243-5723 or send E-mail to ethics@miami.edu. 

 
Co-sponsors:  
      Vice Provost for Research      Research Service of the Miami VA Healthcare System 
      Jackson Health System/Public Health Trust      Department of Molecular and Cellular Pharmacology 
      Office of Graduate Studies      Mailman Center for Child Development 
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