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Computers and health?  The growing trend toward home health care involves computer systems that 
are supposed to help people take responsibility for their own health. But studies show, for instance, 
that subjects provide surprising reactions to a computerized telephone system for diet and exercise 
counseling.  New technologies in home health care – from telephones to whole-house sensors to robots 
– raise a variety of interesting and under-addressed ethical issues for investigators and clinicians.   
 
Dr. Kaplan is a Lecturer at the Yale Center for Medical Informatics, Adjunct Clinical Professor in the Department of 
Biomedical and Health Information Sciences at the University of Illinois at Chicago and President of Kaplan 
Associates. She chairs the International Medical Informatics Association’s Working Group on Organizational and 
Social Issues, and founded the Yale Interdisciplinary Bioethics Center Working Group on Technology and Ethics.  
A Fellow of the American College of Medical Informatics, she is author of more than 70 papers and chapters on 
reactions to technology and computer systems in health care.    
   

Dialogues in Research Ethics is a series of monthly conferences. For more information,  
phone UM Ethics Programs at 305-243-5723 or send E-mail to ethics@miami.edu. 
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