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A developmental or Darwinian understanding of comparative neurological complexity is a way to 
understand animal pain and suffering and, moreover, to draw an empirical line between proper 
and justified use of animals in scientific research on the one hand, and abuse on the other. 
 
Jeffrey Spike earned his Ph.D. in philosophy at The Johns Hopkins University and taught clinical and 
research ethics at the University of Rochester for 14 years before coming to the new medical school at 
Florida State University in 2003.  
 
Dialogues in Research Ethics is a series of monthly conferences. For more information,  
phone UM Ethics Programs at 305-243-5723 or send E-mail to ethics@miami.edu. 
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