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Randomized clinical trials are scientifically and morally justified when there is true uncertainty 
about the best course of treatment.  For any individual patient, however, unique circumstantial 
considerations may tip the balance in favor of one treatment over the other.  How do we protect 
patients from being enrolled in studies for which they are eligible but poorly suited?  
  
Dr. Weiner is Assistant Professor of Medicine and Pediatrics at the University of Illinois at Chicago, 
where he directs the combined internal medicine and pediatrics residency program and is a Robert Wood 
Johnson generalist physician faculty scholar.  His research interests are in physician-patient 
communication and access to care. 
  
Dialogues in Research Ethics is a series of monthly conferences. For more information,  
phone UM Ethics Programs at 305-243-5723 or send E-mail to ethics@miami.edu. 
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