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Day-to-day clinical work entails much more than the use of medical knowledge to combat disease. 
There is also continuous development of often unstated guidelines for providing care, constantly 
modified through trial and error.  This situation must be taken into account by any push for 
evidence-based medicine and by philosophical and ethical systems that imagine a sharp distinction 
between the generation and application of scientific knowledge. 
  
Dr. Schwartz is Senior Resident in Internal Medicine at the Brigham and Women’s Hospital and teaches 
medical ethics in the Philosophy Department at Boston University. His research focuses on topics in the 
philosophy of biology and bioethics. 
  
Dialogues in Research Ethics is a series of monthly conferences. For more information,  
phone UM Ethics Programs at 305-243-5723 or send E-mail to ethics@miami.edu. 
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