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Conflict of interest, potential or actual, is a problem for clinical researchers.  
Some propose avoiding it altogether, while others assert that it can be managed 
with appropriate policies, acknowledgement  and oversight.  This presentation 
examines the nature  of conflict of interest, illustrates its potential for damage and 
reviews current approaches to reducing its influence on clinical research. 

  
Dr. Walker is an Associate Professor of Medicine at University of South Florida’s College of 
Medicine, where he directs the Division of Medical Ethics and Humanities and teaches medical 
ethics; he chairs the Ethics Committee at Tampa General Hospital.  Dr. Walker’s articles have 
appeared in JAMA, the Journal of General Internal Medicine, the Archives of Internal Medicine, 
and Academic Medicine. 

 
Dialogues in Research Ethics is a series of monthly conferences. For more information,  
phone UM Ethics Programs at 305-243-5723 or send E-mail to ethics@miami.edu. 

 
Co-sponsors:  
     Vice Provost for Research      Research Service of the Miami VAMC 
     Office of Graduate Studies      S. Florida VA Foundation for  Research and Education 
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