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Human studies committees or institutional review boards (IRBs) have an ensemble of
essential functions related to protecting human subjects. Perhaps the best-known role is
that of evaluating the need for and quality of the consent process. This task consists in
more than scrutinizing the consent documents offered to potential subjects. It includes risk-
benefit analyses, recruitment oversight, study monitoring and other obligations that are
sometimes vexing to investigators but essential for protecting subjects.

The presenters are current (Dr. Morhart) and past (Drs. Bollinger and Quartin) chairs of the
VAMC-Miami Institutional Review Board.

Dialogues in Research Ethics is a series of monthly conferences. For more
information about the series, phone 243-5723, write to Medical Campus
Box M-825 or send E-mail to ethics@newssun.med.miami.edu
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