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Increased attention to research on vulnerable populations is motivated by concerns for
human subject protection. Geriatric populations are generally regarded as vulnerable, in
part because of the diminished capacity experienced by many elders. But such a view is
arguably patronizing and simplistic— and might impede research on geriatric populations.
We will consider how robust a notion of vulnerability is appropriate for research on
geriatric populations and what the implications of such conclusions might be.

Dr. Morgan is Research Assistant Professor of Psychiatry and Associate Director of the UM-
Public Health Trust’s Health Policy Research Center; Dr. Virnig is Research Assistant Professor
of Family Medicine and Community Health and Senior Research Associate with the Center.

Dialogues in Research Ethics is a series of monthly conferences. For more
information about the series, phone 243-5723, write to Medical Campus
Box M-825 or send E-mail to ethics @newssun.med.miami.edu
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