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The standard technical vocabulary used to define placebo therapies and
experimental placebo controls in medicine and psychiatry is both confusing
and obscure. To achieve conceptual clarity in the theory of placebogenic
phenomena, this presentation offers (i) a rigorous articulation of the placebo
concept, (ii) a lucid new terminology, and (iii) a substantial revamping of A.K.
Shapiro’s influential prior definition of ‘“‘placebo.”” This analysis has a
number of consequences for ethical issues surrounding use of placebos.

Prof. Griinbaum is Andrew Mellon Professor of Philosophy, Research Professor of Psychiatry
and Chairman of the Center for Philosophy of Science at the University of Pittsburgh.
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